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What's in Design Rationale?

Abstract
A few representations have been used for capturing design rationale. To understand their scope and adequacy,
we need to know how to evaluate them. In this article, we develop a framework for evaluating the expressive
adequacy of design rationale representations. This framework is built by progressively differentiating the
elements of design rationale that, when made explicit, support an increasing number of the design tasks. Using
this framework, we present and assess DRL (Decision Representation Language), a language for representing
rationales that we believe is the most expressive of the existing representations. We also use the framework to
assess the expressiveness of other design rationale representations and compare them to DRL. We conclude
by pointing out the need for articulating other dimensions along which to evaluate design rationale
representations.
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